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The first UN Music & Environment Initiative Stakeholder Meeting took place in Arendal, Norway from 22 to 23 March 2010. The meeting was organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and its collaborating centre UNEP/GRID-Arendal. The meeting brought together 24 representatives of the music industry to discuss the current situation in addressing environmental and sustainability issues within the industry and discuss a way forward.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the participants released the following communiqué:

Humankind is facing unprecedented environmental challenges such as climate change, species extinction and freshwater crisis. 

We need to urgently reduce our environmental footprint by shifting to more sustainable production and consumption patterns, cutting down our carbon emissions, and becoming more efficient in the use of scarce resources.

We acknowledge that this is a global challenge; one that needs a collective response. However, we still have a long way to go to make the music industry truly sustainable. 

The latest research into sustainability aspects of the global music industry indicates that even though there are some inspiring “green” initiatives taking place across the music industry, its global environmental impact is little understood and much less addressed. 

We further acknowledge that the music world has a responsibility as well as an opportunity to contribute to solving these problems, capitalizing on the natural relationship between music and the environment.

As music industry representatives, we recognize our power to increase public awareness for environmental action and our potential to become role models for our audiences in terms of sustainability.

We, the participants of the Music & Environment Initiative, call upon UNEP to develop a strategic framework to facilitate the creation of an industry-led action plan for the Music & Environment Initiative.

We pledge to:

Individually and collectively work to leverage the power of music to address and promote environmental sustainability among the general public and the music industry.

In particular, we commit to:

· Develop, adopt and publicly declare environmental policies within our respective organizations; 

· Promote the integration of environmental good practice in all aspects of the music industry including the production of music, the staging of music events and touring;
· Minimize our environmental impact, including carbon emissions, natural resource consumption and waste associated with our activities and work towards creating positive environmental outcomes;

· Leverage the power of music in promoting environmental awareness among the general public;

· Use our networks to promote sustainable practices in the music industry and to encourage other individuals and music organizations to do the same;

· Encourage and motivate key music industry players to join international efforts on making the music industry environmentally sustainable;

· Committing our individual and organizational time, expertise and, where appropriate, resources, to contribute to the development and sharing of industry resources and good practice through the United Nations Music & Environment Initiative.

Arendal, 23 March 2010

Signed by:
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